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and repassed the Straits without regard to treaty stipula-
tions, and Russia began definitely to formulate plans for the
partition of Turkey (i8oo).18 A year later Napoleon, vic-
torious at Marengo, with western Europe breaking up at
his behest, was planning anew the march on India, this
time with the half-crazed Paul I as his ally. As a counter
to the danger which lurked behind the Straits, England
took Malta and secured Egypt by an Indian army. The
murder of the Czar (March, 1801) and the accession of
Alexander I, friendly to England, made possible the peace
of Amiens (March, iSoz).19
The initial policy of Alexander was to preserve, rather
than destroy, a weak Ottoman power at the Straits, and
to turn its weakness to Russia's advantage.20 The Russian
fleet continued to pass the Straits, for, in the renewed war
with Napoleon, Russia was again England's ally; and when
Turkey, won over by Napoleon's ambassador Sebastiani,
declared war on the side of France, Britain came to the sup-
port of Russia, sending a fleet which forced the Dardanelles
and actually reached, and for a moment overawed, Con-
stantinople (March, 1807). The energy of Sebastiani
in hastily organizing the defense of the city caused its
withdrawal, however, without having achieved its purpose.
Four months later (July 7, 1807) the Treaty of Tilsit gave
a new turn to events.21
18 Dascovici, La question du Bosphore et des Dardanelles, pp. 147-148.
19 For the section relating to Turkey cf. Noradounghian, op. cit.,
Vol. II, p. 50.  A separate commercial treaty was concluded a month
later which, for the first time, allowed the commercial freedom of the
Black Sea and the Straits, by extending the Capitulation of 1740 to in-
clude this grant; cf. Noradounghian, op. cit., Vol. II, pp. 51-53.
20 Cf. Dascovici, op. cit.} p. 150.
21Driault, La question d* Orient en 1807, in Revue d'histoire diplo-
matique, Vol. XIV (1900), p. 436, states that after the Treaty of Tilsit